CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES
PATIENT INFORMATION

HOW TO PREVENT HOARSENESS (DYSPHONIA)

WHAT IS DYSPHONIA?

Altered vocal quality, pitch, loudness, or vocal effort that impairs communication as
assessed by a clinician and/or affects quality of life.

WHO IS AT GREATEST RISK FOR DEVELOPING
DYSPHONIA (HOARSENESS)?

Individuals who professionally use their voices such as singers, teachers, and callcenter operators, certain age groups including children, older persons, and smokers.

WHAT PREVENTIVE MEASURES CAN HELP REDUCE VOICE DISORDERS?
DO

Adequately hydrate by drinking plenty of water daily.

DO

Use of amplification (microphone or megaphone) in large noisy spaces can help reduce shouting and voice strain.

DO

Rest your voice briefly to prevent voice fatigue, straining, and overuse.

DO

Provide indoor air humidification in dry, arid environments.

AVOID

Smoking and second-hand smoke from cigarettes, cigars, and pipes that can irritate your airway, throat, nose, and mouth.

AVOID

Overusing or straining your voice by yelling, shouting, speaking over loud noises, and whispering.

AVOID

Excessive throat clearing and coughing.

AVOID

Alcohol (beer, wine, liquor) and caffeine beverages (coffee, soft drinks) as they can dry the throat resulting in mucous
thickening.

AVOID

Use of drying medications (some antihistamines, diuretics).

SOURCE: Adapted from Stachler RJ, Francis DO, Schwartz SR et al. Clinical Practice Guideline: Hoarseness (Dysphonia) (Update). Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2018;
158(1 Suppl):S1-S42.
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ABOUT THE AA0-HNS/F
The American Academy of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery (www.entnet.org), one of the oldest medical
associations in the nation, represents about 12,000 physicians and allied health professionals who specialize in
the diagnosis and treatment of disorders of the ears, nose, throat and related structures of the head and neck.
The Academy serves its members by facilitating the advancement of the science and art of medicine related to
otolaryngology and by representing the specialty in governmental and socioeconomic issues. The AAO-HNS
Foundation works to advance the art, science, and ethical practice of otolaryngology–head and neck surgery
through education, researach, and lifelong learning. The organization’s vision: “Empowering otolaryngology–head
and neck surgeons to deliver the best patient care.”

