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What experiences have you had that will allow you to identify a diverse set of candidates for 
Academy leadership?  What are the most important attributes you look for when nominating 
a member for leadership with the Academy?  
 
 
I’ve been fortunate to serve in different capacities in the Academy, allowing me to interface with current 
and future leaders. As Chair of the Board of Governors (BOG) Governance and Society Engagement 
Committee, I spoke with Regional Representatives and state society leaders from across the country as 
we sought to reengage members after the pandemic. I am currently a methodologist on the Guidelines 
Development Task Force, and this has introduced me to a large group of otolaryngologists volunteering 
their time to ensure the highest standards for our specialty. In my involvement with four other Academy 
committees, I have worked closely with brilliant, motivated otolaryngologists who are the future of the 
Academy. 
 
Important attributes include leadership experience locally and nationally, prior service in the Academy, 
and a willingness to commit time and energy to something beyond our own demanding practices and 
lives. Most importantly, the ability to see with a broad lens what challenges lie ahead and to develop 
strategies to work toward that vision. 
 



Please provide a personal statement as to what is your vision for the leadership role for 
which you are applying, why you are pursuing the elected position, and why you should 
be chosen.  

 
2024 

 
One of the greatest strengths of the Academy is in the bridges it builds: bringing together, representing 

and advocating on behalf of otolaryngologists from a wide array of backgrounds, practice settings, 

specialty focuses, interests and areas of expertise.  A key responsibility of the nominating committee is 

ensuring that Academy leaders continue to represent the richness and diversity of our membership. Our 

diverse perspectives, experiences, and backgrounds have to be leveraged to create a cohesive strategic 

vision capable of addressing the evolving challenges of our field. 

I have had the opportunity to serve in a variety of leadership roles in local and national organizations, 

including my role as the Chair of the Gender Equity Advisory Council for the Boston University Medical 

Group, and my role as the Chair of the Health Equity and Diversity Working Group of the Head and Neck 

Committee of NRG Oncology. Within these roles, I have come to value the importance of a multiplicity of 

perspectives and experiences in building a thriving and sustainable culture and shared strategic vision.  

As the nominating committee works to build a diverse leadership, it is important to consider not only 

diversity of backgrounds, but also diverse expertise and experiences related to health care policy and 

reform, advocacy, outreach, evidence-based research, and addressing health disparities at organizational 

and systemic levels. These various perspectives and experiences combined will create a leadership that is 

effective and forward-thinking.  

My vision of the role of the nominating committee is to ensure that leadership continues the Academy’s 

legacy of bridging and connecting diverse communities. By fostering an inclusive environment that values 

diverse perspectives, experiences, skills, areas of expertise, and backgrounds, the committee can build a 

leadership cadre that reflects the richness of our membership. 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
Name:  Margo K. McKenna, MD, FACS 
 
Current Employment: Associate Professor of Otolaryngology and Pediatrics; Director of Pediatric Otolaryngology. 
University of Rochester Medical Center, Rochester, NY 
  
Place of Birth: Newfane, NY 
 
Education (include institutions, dates, degrees): 
1994 – 1998 Cornell University; Ithaca, NY; Bachelor of Science with Distinction. 
1998 – 2003 University at Buffalo School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences; Buffalo, NY; Doctor of Medicine. 
2000 – 2001 Howard Hughes Medical Institute Research Scholars Program; Bethesda, MD. 
 
Residency and Fellowship: 
2003 – 2004 Brigham and Women’s Hospital, General Surgery Internship. 
2004 – 2010 Harvard Combined Otolaryngology Training Program, T32 Research Track. 
2010 – 2011 Boston Children’s Hospital, Pediatric Otolaryngology Fellowship. 
 
Specialty: Pediatric Otolaryngology 
 
Licensure and Certification:     
American Board of Otolaryngology 2011 - 2031 
Complex Pediatric Otolaryngology 2021 - 2031 
New York State Medical License # 262243 
 
Previous Employment: N/A 
 
Memberships and Offices Held /Academy and other societies: 
Chair, BOG Governance and Society Engagement Committee, AAO-HNS, 2022-2023 
Chair, Pediatric Otolaryngology Committee, AAO-HNS, 2018 – 2021 
Committee Member, Pediatric Otolaryngology Education Committee, AAO-HNS, 2022 - present 
Committee Member, Communications Committee, WIO Section, AAO-HNS, 2018 – present 
Committee Member, Mentorship and Leadership Development Committee, WIO Section, AAO-HNS, 2018 – 2023 
Methodologist, Guidelines Task Force, AAO-HNS, 2020 - present 
 
Chair, Annual Meeting Program Committee, American Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology, 2023 - present 
Chair, Development Committee, American Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology, 2018 – 2021 
Committee Member (appointed), Ad Hoc Committee on COVID-19, ASPO, 2020 - present 
Committee Member (elected), Nominating Committee, ASPO, 2019 - 2020 
       
Editorial Board; International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology, 2022 – present 
Manuscript Reviewer for Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery (White Journal), Pediatrics, JAMA Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery, The Laryngoscope, Otology Neurotology, Annals of Otology, Rhinology & Laryngology. 
 
Honors/Awards: 
ASPO Second Prize, Basic Science Poster Presentation, 2018 
AAMC Leadership and Management Foundations Course Delegate, 2018 
AAMC Early Career Women in Medicine and Science Leadership Delegate, 2016 
URMC Otolaryngology Annual Resident Teaching Award, 2016 
Yellen Young Investigator Award, Massachusetts Eye and Ear, 2010 
 
 
Community Service: 
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Spiritus Christi Church outreach and Gospel ministry, 2017 – present. 
 
Regional/Local Hospital Participation: 
Director of Pediatric Otolaryngology, University of Rochester, 2017 – present. 
Chair, Otolaryngology CCC Committee, University of Rochester, 2018 –2022. 
Committee Member, Finance Committee, University of Rochester, 2022 – present. 
Committee Member, Executive Committee for Pediatric Surgical Services Line, University of Rochester, 2014 – present. 
Committee Member, Wellness Strategic Planning Workgroup, University of Rochester, 2016 – present. 
Committee Member, Peri-operative Wellness Committee, University of Rochester, 2021 – present. 
 
Summation of Published Works Within the Specialty: 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES: 
Juviler P, Meyers JM, Levatino E, Axford J, Barker E, Correll L, Decker AS, Faria J, Gloff M, Loria A, McKenna M, Schriefer J, 
Stevens TP, Verna S, Wegman S, Wolcott K, Wakeman D. Reducing Unplanned Intubations in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit after Children’s Surgery: A Quality Improvement Project. J Pediatr Surg, 2023.09.029. 
 
Casellas NJ, Shah S, Ravikumar S, Vandjelovic ND, Faria J, Allen PD, McKenna Benoit MK. Polysomnogram Outcomes in 
Patients with Laryngomalacia and Obstructive Sleep Apnea Treated Surgically vs Non-Surgically. J Laryngol Otol. 2023; 
May 22;1-21. PMID: 37212024. 
 
McKenna Benoit M, Henry K, Orlando M, Wong S, Allen P. Tone in Noise Detection in Children with a History of 
Temporary Conductive Hearing Loss. J Assoc Res Otolaryngol. 2022;23(6):751-758. PMID: 36280641. 
 
Ishman SL, Maturo S, Schwartz S, McKenna M, et al. The Expert Consensus Statement: Management of Pediatric 
Persistent Obstructive Sleep Apnea after Adenotonsillectomy. Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2023 Feb;168(2):115-130. 
PMID: 36757810. 
 
So R, Jenks C, Ryan M, Tunkel D, McKenna Benoit M, Walsh J. Upper Lip Tie: A Novel Classification Scale with Improved 
Inter-rater Reliability. Laryngoscope Investigative Otolaryngol. 2022;7(5):1611-1617. PMID: 36258882. 
 
Hancock S, Allen P, Dixon A, Faria J, Vandjelovic N, McKenna Benoit M. Adenoidectomy may decreased the need for a 
third set of tympanostomy tubes in children. Int J Pediatr Otorhinolaryngol. 2022 Jun;157:111130. Epub 2022 Apr 11. 
PMID: 35447475. 
 
Kimple AJ, Senior BA…McKenna Benoit M, et al. Cystic Fibrosis Foundation otolaryngology care multidisciplinary 
consensus recommendations. Int Forum Allergy Rhinol. 2022;12(9):1089-1103. PMID: 35089650. 
 
Luitje M, Vandjelovic N, McKenna Benoit M, Faria J. Sublabial Approach for Repair of Congenital Nasal Pyriform Aperture 
Stenosis: How I Do It. Laryngoscope. 2021;131(10):2352-2355. doi: 10.1002/lary.29472. PMID: 33666258. 
 
Shah S, Allen P, Walker R, Rosen-Carole C, McKenna Benoit, M. Upper lip tie: anatomy, effect on breastfeeding, and 
correlation with ankyloglossia. Laryngoscope. 2021;131(5):E1701-E1706. PMID: 33006413. 
 
Chorney SR, Zur KB, Buzi A, McKenna Benoit MK, Chennupati SK, Kleinman S, DeMaura SB, Elden LM. Recorded flexible 
nasolaryngoscopy for neonatal vocal cord assessment in a prospective cohort. Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol. 2021 
Mar;130(3):292-297. PMID: 32795099. 
 
Lookabaugh S, McKenna M, Karelsky S, Davis M, Didas A, Allen P, Faria J. Drug-induced sleep endoscopy findings in 
surgically naïve obese and non-obese children. Int J Pediatr Otorhinolaryngol. 2020;138:110289. PMID: 32814210.  
 
Tunkel DE, Anne S, Payne SC… McKenna Benoit M, et al. Clinical practice guideline: nosebleed (epistaxis). Otolaryngol 
Head Neck Surg 2020;162(IS):S1-S38. PMID: 31910111. 
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McKenna Benoit M, Orlando M, Henry K, Allen P.  Amplitude modulation detection in children with a history of temporary 
conductive hearing loss remains impaired for years after restoration of normal hearing. J Assoc Res Otolaryngol 2019 
Feb;20(1):89-98. PMID: 30341699. 
 
Faria J, Solverson M, Faria M, Benoit M, McCormick M. Potential Cytochrome P450 drug-drug interactions among 
pediatric patients undergoing tonsillectomy. Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2018; Epub 2018 Aug 14. PMID: 30105930. 
 
Walker RD, Messing S, Rosen-Carole C, McKenna Benoit M.  Defining tip-frenulum length for ankyloglossia and its impact 
on breastfeeding: a prospective cohort study.  Breastfeeding Medicine. 2018; 13(3):204-10. PMID: 29620937.  
 
Morris MC, Kozara K, Salamone F, Benoit M, Pichichero ME.  Adenoidal follicular T helper cells provide stronger B 
cell help than those from tonsils.  Laryngoscope. 2016; 126(2):E80-85. PMID: 26511445. 
 
McKenna Benoit M, Vargas S, Bhattacharyya N, McGill T, Robson C, Ferraro N, Labow B, Upton J Taghinia A, Meara J, 
Marcus K, Mack J, Rodriguez-Galindo C, Didas A, Rahbar R.  The presentation and management of mandibular tumors in 
the pediatric population.  Laryngoscope. 2013;123:2035-42. PMID: 23670306. 
 
McKenna Benoit M, Lin FH, Raij T, Jaaskelainen I, and Stufflebeam, S.  Primary and multisensory cortical activity is 
correlated with audiovisual percepts.  Human Brain Mapping.  2010 April;31(4):526-38. PMID: 19780040. 
 
McKenna Benoit M, North PE, McKenna MJ, Mihm MC, Johnson MM, and Cunningham MJ.  Facial Nerve Hemangiomas: 
Vascular tumors or malformations?  Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery. 2010 Jan;142(1):108-14. PMID: 20096233. 
 
McKenna Benoit M, Bhattacharyya N, Faquin W, Cunningham M.  Cancer of the nasal cavity in the pediatric population.  
Pediatrics. 121(1):e141-5, 2008. 
 
REVIEW ARTICLES: 
Walsh J and McKenna Benoit M. Ankyloglossia and other oral ties. Otolaryngol Clin North Am. 2019;52(5):795-811. 
 
Burtner ML, Ploutz MJ, and McKenna M. Oral structural issues in the breastfeeding newborn. The periFACTS OB/GYN 
Academy, Activity #21083P, 2021. 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS: 
Benoit M and Nuss R. Congenital anomalies of the larynx and trachea.  In: Wetmore, Muntz, and McGill, Eds. Pediatric 
Otolaryngology Second Edition.  New York, NY: Thieme; 2012:708-719.  
 
ONLINE CHAPTERS: 
Wong S and McKenna Benoit M.  Identification of hearing loss in infants and children. In: Greenamyre JT, editor-in-chief. 
MedLink Neurology. San Diego: MedLink Corporation. Available at www.medlink.com. Originally released 1/2014 and 
updated through 2023. 
 
OPINION, BULLETIN, PODCAST & COMMENT: 
McKenna Benoit, M.  On Parenting.  Journal of the American Medical Association 2019;322(19):1863. 
McKenna Benoit M, Bergeron M, Karas AF, Prince E, Faria JJ. Eosinophilic Esophagitis: Implications for the 
Otolaryngologist. AAO-HNS Bulletin 2020;39(6). https://bulletin.entnet.org/article/eosinophilic-esophagitis-implications-
for-the-otolaryngologist/ 
Stetzen G, Merati A, Chandrasekhar SS, Nathan CA, Han JK, McKenna MK. AAO-HNS Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
Podcast Series Episode 15: Guidance for Return to Practice for Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery: Part Two [May 15, 
2020] https://www.entnet.org/content/covid-19-podcast-series/ 

https://bulletin.entnet.org/article/eosinophilic-esophagitis-implications-for-the-otolaryngologist/
https://bulletin.entnet.org/article/eosinophilic-esophagitis-implications-for-the-otolaryngologist/
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