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Resolution: 501 
(A-25) 

 
Introduced by:  American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery 

Subject: Safer Button / Coin Batteries 

Referred to: Reference Committee E 
 

1 Whereas, button, or coin cell, batteries can lead to life-threatening injuries of the esophagus, 
2 trachea or major vasculature in children when ingested1-3; and 
3 
4 Whereas, button batteries are in ubiquitous use in household items such as remote controls, 
5 toys, decorations and key fobs; and 
6 
7 Whereas, no battery manufacturer currently produces a safe button or coin cell battery; and 
8 
9 Whereas, it is estimated that a child is taken to the emergency room every 75 minutes with a 

10 battery-related injury, a rate that has doubled within the last decade3; and 
11 
12 Whereas, the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, the American 
13 Academy of Pediatrics, the American College of Surgeons and nine other medical organizations 
14 have joined to call on battery manufacturers to introduce safer alternatives to current button 
15 batteries5; therefore be it 
16 
17 RESOLVED, that our American Medical Association promote a definition of safer button or coin 
18 cell battery as one which will not cause significant tissue injury if lodged in the body but will still 
19 adequately function to power electronic devices (New HOD Policy); and be it further 
20 
21 RESOLVED, that our AMA advocate for industry development and employment of safer button 

22 battery technology. (Directive to Take Action) 

Fiscal Note: Modest – between $1,000 - $5,000 

Received: 4/14/25 
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