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Bylaws of the AAO-HNS Young Physicians Section (YPS)

Article I. Purpose
The Young Physicians Section (YPS) is organized for the following purposes to: 
(a) Serve as an advisory body to the Board of Directors (BOD) of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Inc. (the Academy) on issues, programs, and policies of particular relevance to young physicians;

(b) Promote and facilitate recruitment to and engagement of young physicians in the Academy;

(c) Identify and provide opportunities for young physicians to participate in leadership roles in the Academy; and 

(d) Provide a forum where young physicians can voice, discuss, and collaborate on issues specifically relevant to their demographic.
 
Article II. Membership 

The YPS is open to all members of the Academy who have completed residency and, if applicable, fellowship training and are EITHER under 40 years of age OR within the first eight years of professional practice after residency and, if applicable, fellowship training. All members meeting these criteria are automatically members of the YPS. 

Article III. Eligibility for Elected or Appointed YPS positions

Nominees for elected or appointed YPS Governing Council or YPS representative positions must be a member of the YPS at the time of selection. Nominees may submit an application for elected or appointed positions while in residency or, if applicable, fellowship, and may complete their term of office if their YPS membership expires due to age or post-training status. 
 
Article IV. Governing Council

Section 1. Responsibilities
The Governing Council (GC) serves as the executive body of the YPS, deliberates and conducts business on behalf of the YPS, and is responsible for managing the affairs of the YPS with respect to all matters not specifically reserved to the YPS members. The powers of the GC are established by and subject to approval by the Academy BOD. 

Section 2. Designation of Officers.
The GC includes the following officers of the YPS: Chair, Chair-Elect, Information Officer, and Member-at-Large, all of which are voting members. The Immediate Past Chair shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member of the YPS GC except in the case of a tied vote of the GC, in which case the Immediate Past Chair shall break the tie.   
Section 3. Chair
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the YPS and represent the YPS at Academy BOD meetings, as a non-voting guest. The YPS Chair shall serve for a one-year term, which will begin immediately after the completion of the term as Chair-Elect. At the completion of the term as YPS Chair, he/she shall serve as Immediate Past Chair.
Section 4. Chair-Elect
The Chair-Elect shall execute all the duties of the Chair in the Chair’s absence. In the event the Chair is unable to fulfill the term of office, the Chair-Elect shall become Chair for the remainder of that Chair’s term, followed by his/her one-year term as Chair. A Chair-Elect shall be elected annually from a slate of candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee. 
Section 5. Immediate Past Chair
The Immediate Past Chair shall serve for a one-year term immediately following his/her term as Chair and as Chair of the YPS Nominating Committee.  
Section 6. Information Officer
The Information Officer shall coordinate communication of the GC meetings, proceedings, and actions to the Section. The Information Officer shall be elected annually from a slate of candidates proposed by the YPS Nominating Committee.
Section 7. Member-at-Large
The Member-at-Large shall serve at the direction of the Chair to coordinate selected YPS activities. The Member-at-Large will be elected annually from a slate of candidates proposed by the YPS Nominating Committee. 
Section 8. Terms of Office 
All YPS GC terms are one year. A member of the GC may not serve more than one term in the same GC position. All terms begin at the conclusion of the Annual YPS General Assembly.

Article V. YPS Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee consists of the Immediate Past Chair and two other members of the YPS who are elected by the YPS membership during the Annual YPS General Assembly. The Nominating Committee is responsible for soliciting candidates to serve on the YPS GC and subsequent Nominating Committee and presenting a slate of candidates for annual YPS election. Nominating Committee members shall serve a term of one year and may not serve more than three consecutive terms on the Nominating Committee. 

Article VI. Elections

As of 2025, all Academy Sections conduct elections primarily through electronic voting. Only members who meet Section eligibility criteria can elect from the slate of candidates put forward by the YPS Nominating Committee. The standard election period opens four weeks prior and closes two weeks prior to the opening of the Annual Meeting, with results certified by the AAO-HNSF Bylaws Committee.

In exceptional circumstances, the Executive Committee may authorize additional electronic voting periods during the General Assembly or at other times during the year, subject to the same eligibility criteria and certification process.

The slate of candidates put forward by the YPS Nominating Committee shall be for the following YPS GC Officers: Chair, Chair-Elect, Information Officer, and Member-at-Large; and two Nominating Committee members. Those candidates receiving a majority vote for each position are selected. 
Article VII. Board of Governors (BOG) Representatives

BOG Representatives are dependent on the BOG Bylaws creating a position. Representation shall be subject to change following amendments to BOG Bylaws. 
Section 1. BOG Governor Representative
The BOG Governor Representative is a voting member of the BOG, attends and represents the YPS at all meetings of the BOG, and keeps the YPS GC and YPS membership apprised of BOG actions and initiatives. The Governor shall also serve as a voting member of the BOG Governance and Society Engagement (GOSE) Committee.
Section 2. BOG Legislative Affairs Representative
The BOG Legislative Affairs Representative attends and represents the YPS at all meetings of the BOG and keeps the GC and YPS apprised of BOG legislative actions and initiatives. This Representative shall also serve as a voting member of the BOG Legislative Affairs Committee.
Section 3. BOG Socioeconomic & Grassroots (SEGR) Representative
The BOG SEGR Representative attends and represents the YPS at all meetings of the BOG and keeps the YPS GC and YPS membership apprised of BOG SEGR actions and initiatives. This Representative shall also serve as a voting member of the BOG Socioeconomic and Grassroots Committee.
Section 4. Selection of BOG Representatives
The YPS Chair shall appoint, through an application process, all BOG Representatives.  
Section 5. Terms of Office 
All BOG Representative terms are two years. During the first year, the Representative shall serve as a voting member of their respective BOG committee. During the second year, the Representative shall become an ex officio representative and will mentor the newly-appointed first year voting Representative. In the event the voting representative is unable to attend any BOG meeting, the ex officio representative shall assume voting responsibility. All terms begin on October 1 or at the conclusion of the AAO-HNSF Annual Meeting & OTO Experience, whichever is later.

Article VIII. Other Representatives

Section 1. ENT PAC 
This Representative, who must be a member of ENT PAC (the Academy’s political action committee), attends and represents the YPS at all meetings of the ENT PAC Board of Advisors, and keeps the GC and YPS apprised of ENT PAC actions and initiatives. The ENT PAC representative is selected by the YPS GC for a term of two years, subject to the review and approval by the ENT PAC Board of Advisors and the Academy BOD or its Executive Committee. The term begins on October 1.
Section 2. American Medical Association Young Physicians Section (AMA-YPS)
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]This Representative, who must be a member of the AMA, attends and represents the YPS at the two meetings of the AMA-YPS, held in the Spring and Fall of each year, and keeps the YPS GC and YPS membership apprised of AMA actions and initiatives. The AMA-YPS representative is selected by the YPS GC for a term of one year beginning on January 1 and may not serve more than two consecutive terms. 
Section 3. Academy or Foundation Committees
Each Academy or Foundation committee may select a YPS member serving on the committee to be the liaison between the committee and the YPS. YPS members may only serve as the YPS liaison for one committee per year. 
Section 4. Affiliated Organizations 
The GC may select YPS members to represent the YPS at meetings of other affiliated organizations on an as needed basis. 

Article IX. Meetings

The YPS may convene annually during the AAO-HNSF Annual Meeting & OTO EXPO, at a place and time coordinated into the overall annual meeting schedule. The YPS GC and YPS Nominating Committee may also meet independently via conference call or in-person. 

Article X. Quorum

A quorum is required to conduct any YPS business. Attendance by ten percent of the members of the YPS at any regularly scheduled meeting of the Section will constitute a quorum for conducting business. Attendance by three of the voting members of the GC shall be sufficient to establish a quorum for conducting business at
any meeting of the GC. 

Article XI. Voting 

If a quorum is present, a majority vote of the YPS members present shall be required to constitute action by the YPS or its GC. There shall be no proxy voting permitted at any YPS meeting.

Article XII. Removal of Members from YPS Elected or Appointed Positions

The Academy BOD may remove any member of the YPS GC or appointed Representatives if such removal is deemed to be in the best interest of the Academy. 

Article XIII. Amendments to Bylaws 

Amendments to the YPS Bylaws may be accepted with an affirmative vote of the majority of members in attendance at the Annual YPS General Assembly. Such recommended action will then be presented to the Academy BOD or its Executive Committee for approval or other appropriate action. 

Article XIV. Rules of Order

The most recent edition of “Robert’s Rules of Order” shall govern the meetings of the YPS and its GC. 


Approved by YPS: September 23, 2014	Comment by Carson, Richard: MOVE TO END
Amendments to be approved by YPS: August 12, 2025
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